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N an age where sex, violence and four- 
letter expletives are rife in movies, 
those films which are devoid of such 
elements are not only rare, but YOLEN LY 
RO eM mi cmetleaisme Tut aee 

Proof of this can be seen in the list of 
films which have become the top grossers 
of all time — such as Ef, Star Wars, 
Raiders Of The Lost Ark, and Return Of 
The Jedi. Now there’s a new contender for 
the title of cinema’s biggest ever money 
maker: Ghostbusters. In America alone it 
has grossed a Met aru reap ttCele aa 
eke tee aera 

The film stars Bill Murray, Dan : 
NY aces Metis Harold Ramis as the title 
characters, a trio of slightly off-beat 
parapsychologists TU OMe lem omer lareh aL 
business — clearing out ghosts from the 
city of New York. 

The idea for the movie originated 
with Dan Aykroyd. After drafting out an 
initial script, he brought in Harold Ramis 
BOY ME oye( 01am the screenplay 
upon which the film is based. Referring to ¥ 
Re Cee Ce clic mrtie Hardy, Abbott ~ 
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This page and overleaf: Ghostbusters, 

in which Sigourney Weaver (below being 
abducted by a mysterious creature) co-stars 
with Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd and 

Harold Ramis 
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and Costello, Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis, Aykroyd describes Ghostbusters as 
just another addition to the numerous 
movies which have portrayed ghosts in 
comedy. 

“Nearly every major comedy per- 
former has dealt with ghosts in some of 
his work,” says the actor. “We've simply 
done a modern version of popular, old- 
time ghost movies — a mixture of 
laughter and spookiness. The only dif- 
ference is that we include a little bit more 
theory (Aykroyd is a member of the 
American Society for Psychical Res- 
earch), perhaps a spot more science 
and for sure a lot more technology than 
our predecessors.” 

Although Aykroyd and Bill Murray 
are regular co-stars on American TV’s 
Saturday Night Live, Ghostbusters is their 
first movie together. Director Ivan Reit- 
man had worked with both of them prior 
to making the film, as well as Harold 
Ramis on Meatballs and Stripes Malte 
incidentally, starred Murray). ; 

“We all approached Ghostbusters 


GHOSTB 


from the point of view of a team,” said 
Ramis about his co-stars. “My character, 
Spengler, is the brains if only because | 
tend to be rationalistic. Dan’s character, 
Stantz, is the heart — because he’s en- 
thusiastic and sincere. Bill’s character, 
Venkman, is the mouth, because Bill real- 
ly can talk. Somehow, together, we add 
up to a whole person!” 

In the film, the Ghostbusters’ most 
urgent call comes from the distressed 
owner (played by Sigourney Weaver) of an 
apartment on the top floor of a huge 
skyscraper. Up until now the actress has 
featured mostly in dramas, but she 
welcomed the opportunity of appearing 
alongside three such renowned comic 
eae 

“I looked forward to doing the comedy 
with Bill, Harold and Dan — not least 
because I suspected the work would be 
loose, crazy and often spontaneous. And it 
was! I’ve done improvisation on the stage, 
but never before so much, and so often in 
front of the camera. One thing that made 
it a totally different atmosphere was that 
the guys were so generous, there was no 
ego anywhere, it was all very giving.” 

A highlight of the film is its dazzling 
display of special effects, both visual and 
mechanical — the latter being the “Terror 
Dogs”, stone manifestations which ‘come 
FY 

During production the technical crew 
were presented with some unusual design 
problems. These ranged from a temple on 
top of a skyscraper (the film’s main set 
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and one which alone cost over a million pen se 
dollars), to the array of complicated but hye — — = oe. 
authentic-looking paraphernalia any self- |"Syi ~ " = 
respecting ghostbuster would carry. But, | "gs" | 


as director Reitman points out, a lot of the 
groundwork for the designs was done by 
Aykroyd. . : 
“Part of the package Dan delivered to , , | 
me with that first script draft, was a series 
of illustrations showing some of the equip- 
ment he felt the ghostbusters should tote 
around to apprehend various ghostly be- ° 
ings — what some of the spooks would As : 
look like and how they would travel. . . 
a a ee 





“Although these elements evolved a 
great deal during production, the original 
ideas came from Dan. And there is cer- 
tainly none of that Star Trek gloss to the 
equipment. It may look crude and tacky, 
but it looks like it’s going to work!” 

Harold Ramis elaborated further: 
“Dan persuaded a friend to make our pro- 
ton backpacks. The first one was made of 
polystyrene and old radio parts. Dan then 
bought a jumpsuit, put all the stuff on in 
his house and videotaped himself cat- 
ching a ghost. When we turned the whole 






package over to As ete rea ey- ta Ge 
ment, I think everyone was surprised. The 
Rima tl moe amazing. 

“We wear highly sophisticated 
backpacks and carry wre UC CRuCL 
emit particle streams. We also drive the 
first functional Ectomobile in the world! 
It’s a very elegant 1959 Cadillac am- 
bulance outfitted with a variety of elec- 
tronic devices which allow the 
Piet Cae locate any major psycho- 
kinetic disturbance. . Boyett use 
driving it around New York with the sirens 
going!” 

So this Christmas, as the title song 
goes: ‘If there’s a ghost in your 
Paik aern who you gonna 
| _Ghostbusters!” 
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Betty Jennings follows the fast 
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actress who prefers off-beat roles, 
her latest box-office success— 
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